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SUB J : TARIFFS GROUP MEETING - CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING-UP 

QUOTED BELOW IS THE SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN 
(MTN/TAR/8) FOR THE TARIFFS GROUP MEETING HELD DECEMBER 15. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

1 . THE GROUP MET ON 15 DECEMBER 1976. IT INVITED THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE TO 
ATTEND THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. AT 
THE END OF THE MEETING THE CHAIRMAN, ON HIS OWN, RES- 
PONSIBILITY, GAVE THE FOLLOWING SUMMING-UP. 

2. THE GROUP CONTINUED ITS DISCUSSION ON SPECIAL AND MORE 
FAVOURABLE TREATMENT TO BE PROVIDED TO EXPORTS OF 
DEVELOPING COQNTRIES. THERE WAS CONSENSUS THAT AGREEMENT 
ON MEASURES FOR SPECIAL AND MORE FAVOURABLE TREATMENT AND 
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PROCEDURES THEREFOR BE REACHED PRIOR TO, BUT AT ANY RATE 
BY, THE TIME OF THE TARIFF-CUTTING FORMULA OR FORMULAE 
WERE SELECTED. THERE WAS A USEFUL AND DETAILED EXCHANGE 
OF VIEWS ON WHICH MEASURES FOR DIFFERENTIATED TREATMENT 
MIGHT BE APPLICABLE, IN CONNEXION WITH THE NEGOTIATIONS 
ON A PRODUCT LEVEL, IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
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FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. SEVERAL DELEGATIONS FURTHER 
CLARIFIED THEIR POSITIONS. 

3. THERE APPEARED TO BE CERTAIN MEASURES WHICH MANY 
DELEGATIONS WHO SPOKE COULD ACCEPT IN PRINCIPLE, THEIR 
ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION DEPENDING ON THE INDIVIDUAL 
COUNTRIES AND PRODUCTS IN QUESTION. AT THE SAME TIME, 

THERE WERE SOME MEASURES THAT A NUMBER OF DELEGATIONS 
FOUND DIFFICULT OR EVEN IMPOSSIBLE TO ACCEPT. STILL 
OTHER MEASURES THAT HAD BEEN PROPOSED WERE SEEN AS 
NEEDING FURTHER CLARIFICATION AND EXAMINATION. 

4. IT SEEMED TO THE CHAIR THAT STATEMENTS FROM DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES INDICATED THAT WHAT THEY REGARDED AS FEASIBLE 
AND APPROPRIATE VARIED FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY, DEPENDING 
ON THEIR PARTICULAR ECONOMIC SITUATION, LAWS, CURRENT 
PRACTICES AND POLICIES. THE IMPLICATION OF THIS NEEDS TO 

BE BORNE IN MIND IN THE GROUP S FUTURE WORK. 

5. THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF THE CON- 
TRIBUTION TO BE MADE BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION. 

6. IN THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, IT WAS AGREED TO CONTINUE 

THE DISCUSSIONS AND CONSULTATIONS ON SPECIAL MEASUJES AND 
PROCEDURES BILATERALLY AND PLURILATERALLY, WITH A VIEW 
TO MAKING FURTHER CONCRETE PROGRESS AT THE NEXT MEETING 
OF THE GROUP. 

7. THE GROUP HAD A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTIOM OF 
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DATA BASE FOR THE CONDUCT OF TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS. IN THIS 
CONTEXT, THE NEED WAS REITERATED FOR PARTICIPANTS 
TO SUBMIT CONSOLIDATED SCHEDULES OF GATT CONCESSIONS WHICH 
WAS SEEN AS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE FACTUAL BASIS FOR 
THE NEGOTIATIONS. MEMBERS OF THE GROUP WERE URGED TO 
SUBMIT FOR CERTIFICATION, CHANGES IN THEIR SCHEDULES RE- 
SULTING FROM RENEGOTIATIONS OR FROM WITHDRAWALS OF CON- 
CESSIONS. THE SECRETARIAT WAS REQUESTED TO PREPARE, IN 
CONSULTATION WITH DELEGATIONS, FOR THE NEXT MEEING OF THE 
GROUP A NOTE OUTLINING POSSIBLE WAYS OF IMPROVING THE 
DATA BASE PRESENTLY AVAILABLE. 

8. THE GROUP AGREED THAT ALL THE ITEMS ON THE AGENDA FOR 
THE PRESENT MEETING (INCLUDING THE ITEM OF THE DATA BASE) 
WOULD REMAIN ON THE AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE 
GROUP. 

9. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE NEXT MEETING WOULD BE HELD IN 
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MARCH 1977, THE EXACT DATE TO BE ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CHAIRMAN IN CONSULTATION WITH DELEGATIONS. END TEXT. 

WALKER 
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